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poor young man named John, who offered to marry her. But
her father was proud as well as rich and would bestow his
daughter's hand on none but a wealthy suitor; so he rejected
John's suit on account of his poverty*
Now it happened that the rich man had two goldfinches
which he kept in a cage. The birds sang ravishingly, and
their owner used to listen to them with rapture till the tears
came into his eyes for very joy. But one day the birds fell
silent and nothing seemingly could induce them to tune up
their melody again. The master was distressed, for he loved
the birds and sorely missed their music. In his distress he
even declared that he would give his daughter in marriage
to any man who should induce the birds to sing again. When
John heard this he resolved to learn the language of birds,
in order that he might question the two goldfinches and find
out why they had fallen suddenly and obstinately silent.
One day, on his wanderings, John saw a white snake in a
well and saved it from drowning by drawing it out of the
water. The grateful snake requested John to carry him to
his mother, the Queen of Snakes, assuring him that his mother
would offer his deliverer a rich reward, but warning him to
accept no gift save a knowledge of the language of animals.
It turned out as the white snake had foretold. The Queen
of Snakes offered him bronze, silver, or gold, but John refused
them all, saying that he would accept no reward but a know-
ledge of the language of animals. The Queen of Snakes at
first objected to granting the request, but at last she brought
him the head of a white snake, telling him that if he roasted
and ate it he would understand the language of flowers and
birds and all animals, but warning him at the same time that
he must not reveal his knowledge to any one or he must die
at once.
Armed with this secret knowledge, John now returned to
the house of the rich man and questioned the two goldfinches
as to the reason of their silence. To his joy he discovered
that their silence was caused by their master's refusal to give
his daughter in marriage to John, and that nothing but the
union of the young pair would induce them to resume their
melodious minstrelsy. So the girl's father was obliged to
consent to their marriage, and married they were,